
Cooperation
with Georgia

Georgia has been a priority partner country for Estonia’s 
development cooperation since 2006. Support focuses on  
improving the quality of education and supporting 
entrepreneurial development and strengthening Georgia’s 
democratic state structures and systems. To date, Estonia 
has contributed over €10 million towards supporting 
Georgia’s development. More speci�cally, current 
development projects are building the capacities of Georgian 
health workers, IDPs, state o�icials, young diplomats and 
college students, as well as reforming vocational and national 
education systems.

Upgrading the education system
Estonia and Georgia started to work together on reforming 
the education system in 2014. In 2017, the Estonian 
Government and UNICEF launched a three-year programme 
to strengthen the quality and inclusiveness of the national 
education system in Georgia. The partnership between the 
Ministry of Education and Science of Georgia, the Ministry of 
Education and Research of Estonia, foundation Innove, 
UNICEF, Georgia’s state universities and pilot schools 
introduces new learning approaches and digital technologies 
to academic programmes and a new national curriculum for 
primary school. From autumn 2020, the programme is 
training teachers and school administrators in distance 
learning in 100 schools across Georgia. 

Providing expertise
Estonia has seconded more than ten experts to the EU Monitoring Mission (EUMM) in Georgia, has contributed to the OSCE 
Mission and to the East Stratcom Task Force at the European External Action Service.

COVID-19
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Estonia has assisted 
Georgia with €165 000. The projects are focusing on improv-
ing nurses quali�cations and together with UNICEF, improving 
the quality of distance learning.  Estonia also responded to the 
humanitarian aid request of the Government of Georgia and 
helped with personal protective equipment and supplies.

Scholarships
As part of Estonia’s development cooperation with Georgia, 
scholarships are o�ered to students, civil servants and diplo-
mats across Georgia providing study opportunities in top 
Estonian universities and at the Estonian Diplomatic School. 
The most popular study programmes in recent years have 
been academic degrees in e-governance, digital technolo-
gies and educational innovation. Since 2016, more than 100 
Georgians have had the opportunity to study in Estonia with 
this funding.

PROJECTS IN 2021
Business ecosystem development in Georgia to mitigating 
the socio-economic consequences of COVID-19: Creative 
Estonia NGO

Supporting IDP women's sustainable livelihoods through 
entrepreneurship in Georgia: Estonian Refugee Council

Supporting social integration and women entrepreneurship 
of ethnic minorities, refugees and IDPs in Pankisi valley: 
Peipsi Center for Transboundary Cooperation

Innovative teaching 
methods and digital 
resources introduced in 
Georgian schools. The 
three-year programme 
aims to improve the 
quality of education in 
Georgia in collaboration 
between Estonia, 
Georgia and UNICEF © 
UNICEF

Promoted SDGs:

All Estonian development cooperation contributions are listed in the 
database akta.mfa.ee. Additional information: www.vm.ee/en 

Going Global – Internet marketing and e-export trainings 
in Georgia: Tartu Centre for Creative Industries

Strengthening the sustainable forestry practices in 
Georgia: the implementation of Timbeter's innovative 
timber measurement technology: Timbeter Ltd
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